64                         SHORT STORIES
The Shah came and sat on the carpet. The
members of the inner council arrived and affairs
of state were discussed. When more common
talk began, Yusuf Khan who had been appointed
Musaheb in proper form laughed respectfully at
the jokes and later on took an obsequious share in
the talk. After some time, the councillors left.
The Shah then said to Yusuf: "Which is
this carpet, Yusuf Khan? Is this my special
carpet? It looks soP?
" Yes, your Majesty/' said Yusuf Khan.
" What is this then ? It seems to be quite
all right. That day when you went after the
Vazir, I was careless in handling the hookah and a
live coal should have dropped on the carpet.
Some time later. I noticed it and removed it. I
wished to ask the servants to tell you, but the men
were at some distance and I did not. Did you
get it repaired ?>J
Yusuf Khan felt sudden terror within, but then
he reassured himself. The Shah was speaking in
a bland and friendly tone and was not likely to
have plotted against him. Recovering courage,
he said: "Yes, Your Majesty, I got it repaired.
I wished to do it without saying anything to Your
Majesty in the first instance. I knew it would